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SENIORS WEEK 2015 
Motion 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [10.10 am] — without notice: I move — 

In recognition of Seniors Week 2015, the Parliament commends the work of all the Western Australian 
groups, organisations and individuals who actively participated in the week’s activities, and calls on the 
government to acknowledge the challenges faced by senior Western Australians. 

As members would know, last week, between 8 and 15 November, was Seniors Week. As the 
Legislative Council did not sit last week, there was no opportunity to acknowledge Seniors Week, so I thought it 
fitting and appropriate to do that this week. Seniors Week is a long-running institution in Western Australia. 
Members may not be aware that the Council on the Ageing initiated Seniors Week as far back as 1961, a bit 
before my time, and it was then known as Old People’s Week. Over time the week has changed, as many things 
have since 1961, including me, but many elements of the week remain very important and are worth noting in 
this place. I am particularly pleased to move this motion because Seniors Week does a number of things in its 
current form. It recognises and thanks seniors for their contribution in the community; challenges negative 
stereotypes of seniors and presents a positive image of ageing; encourages younger Western Australians to make 
decisions to improve their health and wellbeing in later life; and promotes intergenerational celebration of 
seniors. I am pleased to say that I was able to participate in all four of those aims as part of Seniors Week last 
week. I particularly take seriously the first aim of Seniors Week—that is, to recognise and thank seniors for their 
contribution to the community. I have moved this motion because seniors throughout their lives make very 
important contributions to our community and it is proper to recognise that. 

As members may know, and may even have participated in, there were many activities across Western Australia 
last week. I would like to place on record my congratulations and thanks to everyone involved in Seniors Week 
last week because it really was a week of recognition and celebration. So many activities occurred within the 
East Metropolitan Region, the region I represent, that it is difficult to include all of them in one contribution, 
suffice to say there were activities in Bayswater, Bassendean, Midland, Mundaring, Ellenbrook, Gosnells and 
Armadale, to name a few. 

One event I attended last week was Have a Go Day, which is a spectacular annual event. I was pleased to 
represent the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Mark McGowan, and the shadow Minister for Seniors and 
Volunteering, Hon Margaret Quirk, at that event held at Burswood Park. Have a Go Day was organised under 
the auspices of the Seniors Recreation Council of WA Inc, the peak body for organisations that support seniors 
in recreational and sporting activities. As members would know, the Seniors Recreation Council does a number 
of things, including supporting new groups that provide active recreation for seniors. Its membership is very 
broad and it has more than 10 branches across Western Australia. I acknowledge its state president, 
Mr Hugh Rogers, and its very energetic executive officer, Dawn Yates, who, along with the Seniors Recreation 
Council committee and hundreds of volunteers, did a spectacular job again this year on Have a Go Day. 

Have a Go Day was supported by a number of sponsors and would not have been the success it was without 
those sponsors. This year, Have a Go Day fell on 11 November, which of course is Remembrance Day. The 
Seniors Recreation Council joined with the Victoria Park RSL sub branch to put on a very moving official 
welcome. A replica of the Victoria Park Anzac memorial was placed in Burswood Park, at which visitors were 
invited to lay wreaths and poppies. It was also a very moving memorial because the Western Australia Police 
Pipe Band played for the official welcome. 

I would like to acknowledge Vivienne and Mort Hansen who provided the welcome to country at this event. 
Vivienne and Mort are well-known Aboriginal elders and were again very welcoming to all of the participants 
who came to have a go along the banks of the Derbarl Yerrigan. 

There was a huge array of exhibitors and activities, but I did not get to see all of them. I spied some Morris dancers, 
but I did not get to see them perform because so much else was happening. There was linedancing, Tai Chi, and 
a spectacular women’s choir, and in true Western Australian style there was football. I was very pleased to spend 
some time with West Coast Eagles and Swan Districts legend Phil Narkle who is now the Indigenous leader for 
West Coast Eagles. I learnt many things in the short amount of time I was able to spend with him. 

I would like to place on record WA Labor’s congratulations to everyone involved on a very spectacular 
Have a Go Day and I hope to join them again next year. The fantastic event that I described, the brilliant, sunny 
day and the sparkling waters of Derbarl Yerrigan probably paint a very bright picture for seniors in 
Western Australia, and for many that is indeed the case. Have a Go Day was a fantastic day and we could be 
forgiven for thinking that life is good for seniors. We know, however, from the seniors’ forums conducted 
throughout our electorates, and from feedback from seniors either directly in our electorate offices, or from 
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electorate communications that we distribute, that it is a different picture for many seniors. For example, last 
week the member for Maylands, Lisa Baker, held a very successful forum at which over 200 seniors participated. 
That indicated the level of concern seniors have about conditions they are experiencing and the tough times they 
are facing. Given the recent economic downturn, things are hard for everyone, but they are hard particularly for 
seniors. That need not be the case. We need to come up with better ways of supporting seniors to cover everyday 
costs of living and other increasing costs. As members would know, seniors are experiencing dramatic increases 
in their cost of living and significant diminution in income, concessions and other entitlements. 

Let me look, for example, at the cost of living. In the last seven years seniors and the rest of the community have 
incurred an 85 per cent increase in the cost of electricity. That means seniors and the rest of the community have 
had to find an extra $817 a year to pay for increased electricity costs. In regard to other utilities, seniors have 
faced a 98 per cent increase in the cost of water in the past eight years. Electricity and water are two fairly basic 
utilities that everyone needs to live, and they can conserve them only to a certain point. In order to live, people 
need electricity, water and sewerage in their house. In the past eight years seniors have faced a 70 per cent 
increase in their sewerage, water and drainage bills, which is fairly significant. That, combined with the 
increased cost of housing, makes it really difficult for seniors to make ends meet. This is compounded, of course, 
by a range of cuts to concessions and other entitlements that seniors have experienced and will experience into 
the future, which will only compound poverty for many of them. For example, the cost-of-living allowance to all 
seniors has been scrapped and replaced with a means-tested energy assistance payment. That payment is 
restricted to people who have a commonwealth concession card—not that many. We know that from next year 
the local government rates subsidy will be capped. We also know that local government rates are increasing; 
therefore, pensioners will find it increasingly difficult into the future. From next year the water service subsidy 
charge for pensioners will be capped at $600. When we put those measures together with the dramatic 
98 per cent increase in the cost of water over eight years, seniors will find it pretty hard to pay those bills and 
make ends meet. The eligibility criteria to qualify for the Seniors Card will also be increased in the future. We 
have also seen the loss of the safety and security rebate for seniors, and the cost-of-living rebate for seniors was 
halved in June last year. There have been some significant cuts. When they are combined with the increase in the 
cost of living for seniors, it makes it extraordinarily difficult for people to live. 

Two reports were released last week that I commend to members. They are extremely important reports to do 
with one of the largest costs which all of us experience but which are particularly expensive for seniors—that is, 
housing. Shelter WA released a report titled “Preventing Homelessness Among Seniors in WA”. It is a very 
important analysis about how seniors are more likely to face homelessness, and also, more importantly, about the 
housing stress that they are experiencing right here, right now. The second report is from the Bankwest Curtin 
Economics Centre and is titled “Securing Our Future: Meeting the challenges of WA’s ageing population”. Both 
those reports provide alarming reading. For example, the Shelter WA report tells us that three years ago, 
9 592 people were experiencing homelessness and, of those, 5 356 were men and 4 236 were women. That was 
three years ago, and when we think about the increase in the cost of housing over that time, we can expect that 
the figure will be higher now. When we consider the number of homeless people in the same 
Australian Bureau of Statistics census, Shelter WA tells us that the rate of increase in homelessness in people 
aged 55 to 64 years was 34 per cent in the period from 2006 to 2011, which was even greater than the 24 per cent 
increase for Australia overall. Therefore, in that period, the rate of increase in homelessness for older people of 
34 per cent was 10 per cent higher than the increase across Australia. 

In addition to providing us with those alarming figures about the total number of older people who are homeless 
or experiencing housing stress, Shelter WA tells us that there is a growing number of older women in 
Western Australia who are homeless or living in a precarious housing situation. Service providers have provided 
anecdotal evidence to Shelter WA about the increase in the number of women experiencing homelessness or 
housing stress. The report states — 

They report that many of the women they see do not fit a standard profile and have not sought welfare 
services in the past. Many of the women are educated, have worked throughout their lives and raised 
children. They have found themselves, later in life, on the edge of homelessness due to relationship 
breakdown, medical issues and minimal savings for retirement. 

That is what is happening in Western Australia right here, right now. We need to find different strategies to 
prevent that from happening. 

The Shelter WA report also examined data from the National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling—
NATSEM—and looked at it in specific geographic areas. In particular, it looked at indicators, including 
participation in education, financial need, housing tenure and rates of family violence. When it analysed that 
data, it found that the local government areas with the highest number of seniors in extreme housing stress were 
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Swan, Rockingham, Gosnells and Stirling central. Three of those four areas are in the East Metropolitan Region. 
I find that extremely disturbing. 

When we drill down into the data and look at the Swan district, which almost mirrors the area of the 
City of Swan, it was identified as the area of greatest need, with more than 1 000 seniors experiencing extreme 
housing stress. In addition, in that area a significant number of older Australians are living in caravan and 
residential parks or camping grounds, and in public housing. Not only are people finding it difficult to afford 
accommodation, but also they are living in accommodation that has very risky security of tenure. 

I have, unfortunately, run out of time to talk about some of the ways in which those housing needs could be 
addressed. I just want to mention the City of Swan’s Community Care Services Advisory Committee, which has 
done some excellent research on housing needs for older Western Australians, in particular those in need of 
residential care. I recommend that the government meet with this organisation, if it has not already done so, and 
work with it on some of the strategies it has identified that may assist in reducing some of the pressure on 
housing for older Western Australians. More generally, I encourage the government to identify and articulate 
clearly the issues that are facing seniors and the way in which government policy is currently contributing to the 
very stressful way in which seniors are being forced to live because of the increased cost of living and cuts to 
concessions, and to work collaboratively with services and agencies to do something to change this situation that 
will only get worse.  

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [10.30 am]: I thank Hon Alanna Clohesy for bringing on such an 
important debate today. Of course, there are seniors in all of our lives and I must acknowledge my wonderful 
mother, Lyn, who has attained the age of senior status. I do not think she feels a senior and she is certainly very, 
very active in the community. She has made a great contribution to my life, as many of us can say about our 
parents and grandparents. Before her, her mother, Mrs May de Burgh, was very active in the Caversham branch 
of the Country Women’s Association. She made an enormous contribution to her community in her senior years, 
as many seniors do. I think it is very important that we all acknowledge the great contribution that seniors have 
made to the state of Western Australia and to our nation. Many of them have served overseas and held very 
important roles, even parliamentary roles, and we acknowledge them all and thank them for their service and 
dedication to the community. 

Last week I was invited, and was delighted to attend, the inaugural Geraldton Seniors Recreation Council sports 
day at the QEII Seniors and Community Centre in Geraldton. It was a fantastic day with a good roll-up. I had 
never played croquet in my life, but I know how to play it now! I am not good at it, but for the first time I was 
able to learn the ropes of croquet from people who are good at it, and I also played a lot of games that I had not 
played for years. It was a fantastic day with some goodwill and spirit. I have to say that I could not help but 
notice that even though the majority of participants were seniors, there was still a competitive streak in them all. 
Everybody was there to do their best and outplay their opponent, and it was a great day to see our seniors get out. 
It was well organised by Michael Warner in Geraldton. Michael and his team did a fantastic job of getting such 
a good roll-out and having such a fun day. I was really pleased to go along and support it and say a few words. It 
was a great day and I thank them all for taking the time and effort to organise something during Seniors Week; 
there was quite a lot organised. 
Before I go on to some of the events that were held in my electorate, I will quote from an article that I found in 
Farm Weekly. It was written by Ken Marston—not to be confused with the Minister for Agriculture and Food—
who is the CEO of the Western Australian Council on the Ageing. The article states — 

In recent times we have seen growing negativity towards older people. 
The dreaded baby boomers—selfish, opinionated, demanding and spend thrift—will bankrupt the 
country through excessive demands for pensions, health resources and aged care. 

I do not know why Ken Marston would have written that, but I know that there are members of the community 
who feel this. The article goes on to state — 

Not so. Seniors make an enormous, and largely ignored, contribution to families, the community and 
the economy. 
One of our volunteers recently went on a cruise ship that called in at Broome where several hundred 
seniors disembarked and did what tourists do—they spent money—supporting businesses and 
employment in Broome, to the delight of local residents. 

I can say that I have seen firsthand seniors in our community working voluntarily when cruise ships also called 
in to Geraldton. They make an enormous contribution to improve and enhance the stay of our, hopefully,  
money-spending tourist–guests right throughout our community. The article goes on about the contributions 
made by seniors. I note that I do not have a great amount of time to read out the whole article, but I think it is 
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something that members might want to read as it debunks the myth that apparently some members of this 
government believe about seniors. 

I would like to touch on some of the events that were held in my electorate during Seniors Week, as listed in the 
Have a Go News. On Monday, 9 November, there was the mayor’s magical mystery bus tour through Geraldton 
from 9.00 to 11.30 am, which was followed by a morning tea at the QEII Seniors and Community Centre. The 
Wongan Hills Community Resource Centre held the From Me to You Exhibition. The events guide describes it 
as — 

An exhibition on advice from seniors. Wise words, guidance and lessons learnt from the seniors in our 
community. 

I thought that was a great initiative. I hope younger members of our community were able to go along and spend 
some time with the seniors and pick up some of the things they have learned. Then there was the seniors games 
afternoon, which I have just spoken of; that was also held in Geraldton. In Gingin, there was a Seniors Day event 
at the Guilderton Country Club hall in Wedge Street. A Seniors Day event included an Aboriginal  
basket-weaving workshop, Yued elder storytelling and a citizenship ceremony. Lunch was catered for by the 
Guilderton Country Club. It was great to see that there were some cultural experiences for our seniors in the 
Agricultural Region as well. Flicking through the guide, there was also a seniors event at Lake Grace. The entry 
states — 

Journey down memory lane for a guided tour of a local farmer’s antique collection of farm machinery, 
tools and household items. Share some mouth watering scones jam and cream. 

They are staple in the Agricultural Region; I have tasted many of those firsthand — 
Travel to the local winery for a guided tour of the vineyard and enjoy a healthy lunch of local cuisine 
while listening to music from a local musician. 

That just goes to show some of the fantastic things we have in the Agricultural Region. I encourage everyone to 
go for a drive to Lake Grace and spend an evening out there. Of course, it was made famous in recent times as 
the home town of Brownlow Medallist Nathan Fyfe. Certainly, Lake Grace is a great place to go and spend some 
time. I am sure the seniors there were treated to a wonderful day. There was a seniors quiz afternoon in 
Geraldton, where seniors could come along and make up a table. As I have said, seniors have picked up a lot of 
knowledge, and I am sure that a great day was had by all as well. There was also the WA Museum matinee and 
afternoon tea at the magnificent Geraldton maritime museum. The theme was solving Australia’s most enduring 
maritime mystery, which of course was the sinking of HMAS Sydney. I believe that occurred 74 years ago on 
this very day. That was some maritime history as part of Seniors Week. These were just the things advertised in 
Have a Go News. I am pleased it was a good week and I reckon it is a great initiative that we should all support 
every year. Maybe there should be more of these events throughout the year, rather than just focusing on one 
week, because I have said before that the contribution of our seniors has been enormous and we should look after 
them as much as we can. 
This brings me to the second part of the motion, which I think is where government members may want to have 
a little listen-up and perhaps take some criticism about some of the decisions that this government has made. 
Hon Simon O’Brien: We’re all ears! 
Hon DARREN WEST: I am pleased about that. Briefly, I have a Shelter WA report entitled 
“Preventing Homelessness among Seniors in WA.” It states — 

Australians are living longer than ever before. Over the next four decades, the number of Australians 
aged 65 and over is projected to double. 

We need to get ahead of the game when we create good amenity and policy for our seniors. My electorate office 
in Geraldton has many regular visits from seniors and they are doing it tougher every year. The cost-of-living 
increases have been extensive under this government. The cost of power and water is a big issue for seniors. 
They do not have much spare money, and it chews into their budgets to the point that seniors often find 
themselves going without. I often hear stories of seniors not turning the heater on because it costs too much 
money. That is not acceptable. I think we should be making life easier for our seniors, not more difficult. 

We get lots of calls about housing. Seniors are concerned about the future of their housing. There is a low stock 
of single-bedroom Homeswest accommodation, and housing is getting more and more expensive and 
unaffordable for seniors. A big issue we hear about in the electorate office is that seniors are concerned about 
safety. Crime rates in Geraldton have never been higher than they are under this government. We did not get the 
500 extra police that were promised for Western Australia, which I think would have helped make people feel 
more secure in their own homes. We are circulating a petition at the moment to try to get the Parliament to 
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acknowledge that. We also heard from Hon Alanna Clohesy that the safety and security rebate has been removed 
under this government. 

Aged care in rural communities is a big issue. There is a shortage of aged-care facilities and stock in rural 
communities. I think ageing in place is very important to seniors. Also, access to medical services is very limited 
in the regions. As we heard from the work of the Standing Committee on Public Administration, the patient 
assisted travel scheme rebates are inefficient and not well targeted to people in rural and regional committees. 
There is a lack of public transport in rural and regional communities. Towns as close to Perth as Bindoon do not 
have any public transport at all. In a lot of the areas in the regions on that peri-urban fringe of Perth where people 
go to retire, there is no public transport available to them; so if they cannot drive, they are stuck. Of course, there 
are significant communications issues. Communication is important to old people. They like to know that there 
will be someone on the end of the phone should they need them. This government needs to do a lot more in 
regards to our seniors. We will all, hopefully, be seniors one day. Rather than make things more difficult for 
seniors, this government has to do what it can to lessen the burden on those who have contributed the most to 
Western Australia and Australia and to us all. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [10.39 am]: I would like to thank Hon Alanna Clohesy for 
bringing this motion into Parliament because many of us revere our seniors in the community, and Seniors Week 
is one of the highlights of their calendar. When I was a minister, I was Minister for Seniors and that was a week 
during which I was not only very busy but also absolutely loved going around Western Australia seeing how our 
seniors participate in different organisations and activities. 

I think the young in our society think that once we get past 50, we are old and incapable. That is just the way of 
youth. I guess when we were aged 20, 40 years of age seemed really old. I remember thinking, “Oh, my God, 
fancy getting to the age of 40.” Well, I have got to the age of 58 now, and I think that is pretty good. Someone 
reminded me today that there are probably a few seniors in our chamber. They are probably very proud to be 
seniors. A few of them are looking up thinking, “Is she talking about me?” 

The PRESIDENT: Hon Ken Baston. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: It is not fair to pick out one person. It goes to show that a Parliament can have 
young people, older people and middle-aged people and we all contribute. I have known 90-year-olds who are 
very young and active. In fact, I met a woman whose name was Peg and who was aged 108. When I went to 
Scitech, Peg was there and she looked at the Segway and thought that it looked like a pretty good thing for her to 
have a go at. I would not get on it. I thought, “Oh, it’s sensor driven forward and off it goes.” Not her; she did 
not have any fear in the world. At 108 years old she jumped on the Segway and did a tour around Scitech. 
I thought that was absolutely amazing. She told me that she could remember the bombs dropping during the 
First World War as she came out to Australia by sea. She saw many things change over the years. Even in our 
time, if we said to a young person, “Go and get me the record player”, they would look at us wondering: what is 
a record and what is a record player? Things in our time have changed and some things have disappeared—
imagine how much has changed for someone aged 100.  

I think something like 5 000 centenarians live in Australia at the moment. Reaching that age is not bad given our 
population; it is amazing. It is more amazing that they really want to get to 100 because, when they do, they get a 
telegram from the Queen. Well, they do not get an actual telegram anymore; telegrams do not exist. But they say 
to me, “We want our telegram from the Queen.” But, of course, they get a card from the Queen, the Governor 
General and the Governor of Western Australia. It is a big deal and I have always felt very special being part of 
100th birthdays because I feel part of the family. I have looked around and seen the generations they started from 
marrying and having children, grandchildren, great grandchildren and great, great grandchildren. How special is 
it to, firstly, stay married for all those years and, secondly, to have all those children surrounding them in their 
dotage? It is a beautiful process. We all grizzle about getting older, but it is up to each and every one of us as we 
get older to be active and participate in the community. It is only when people who are lonely and do not have 
communication with anyone else or physical contact with people that they go downhill very quickly. We need to 
keep participating in the community and that is what is good about our seniors’ events because they get around 
and meet and chat with other people in the community. 

I think modern technology has been good for our seniors. A lot of seniors understand computers; they have 
access to the internet and it has made their lives better through being able to keep in touch with their 
grandchildren and great grandchildren who live throughout the world. When we were growing up our world was 
very small—it was the communities we lived in. But the children growing up now have the world at their 
fingertips and Facebook is used to show photos of the grandchildren so that they can show grandma in America 
or their cousins in America or wherever they are around the world. A lot of seniors are very au fait with modern 
technology. Not long ago, I said to my 86-year-old dad, “Come here and look at Cooper Joseph”, who is my first 
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grandchild and is now six months old. I used FaceTime on the phone to show dad, who said, “Oh, my goodness, 
this technology!” Cooper Joseph was going goo, goo and gah, gah when dad was talking to him. It was a really 
lovely and different way of communicating, and a way that we can all keep in touch. 

I used to have the figures at my fingertips of how many seniors are in WA. I know some policy decisions have to 
be made in the future because people are reaching retirement age now and, of course, there are not enough  
aged-care places for people. Every community has its aged-care accommodation. I have been on the aged-care 
board in my electorate for the last 30 years. I cannot say that for the last decade I have been much of 
a contributor but whenever they have needed help, I have been there. That is simply because I have been in Perth 
and then in the electorate and, as Hon Adele Farina and Hon Barry House know, the south west electorate runs 
from Mandurah to Albany, and, after the next electorate redraw, will soon include Jerramungup. It is a huge 
electorate and on any given day when we are not in Parliament, we can be anywhere. 

Hon Darren West: I would like to keep Jerramungup in the Agricultural Region please. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Of course, Jerramungup is a lovely town, full of good Liberals they tell me! 

Hon Darren West: Bremer Bay is a magnificent place. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Yes, it is a beautiful area; there are a lot of farmers in Jerramungup. 

We can be anywhere during that time. I think the government is quite generous to seniors in WA with its 
Seniors Card. Although it has cut back on a few things since I was minister, it is still very generous. I think most 
people in the community are good to our elderly people. I get back to saying that a 90-year-old can be young—
age really is a state of mind. 

Hon Adele Farina: Subject to health. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The body might let us down but the mind can keep going at 100 miles an hour. It 
is up to all of us to keep healthy and keep active. It is also up to the government to make sure elderly people are 
included in in whatever activities or whatever else is going on in the community. When I look around at all our 
volunteer groups—yes I will say first that we also have a group of young volunteers—our volunteers in the 
country are older volunteers. I often used to say that the people delivering our meals on wheels were sometimes 
older than the people receiving the meals, but it worked both ways. It gave those people a good feeling to be out 
supporting their elderly of similar age, and the elderly loved it because they could reciprocate and talk to 
someone their age. I am by no means saying that was a bad thing; I am just pointing out that our volunteers in 
the community are not always young. 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [10.50 am]: I would also like to commend Hon Alanna Clohesy for 
putting up this motion today, because seniors play a very important role in our community. One of the big events 
in Bunbury for Seniors Week is South West Seniors Expo. This year it is in its eleventh year and it is 
a mammoth undertaking by a very dedicated committee. It attracted more than 6 000 seniors to the event over 
the course of the weekend. It featured more than 90 stalls with 61 unique exhibitors. Those stalls were like a one-
stop shop for seniors. Stalls ranged from everything seniors might need to have information on or access to, from 
scooters to aged-care accommodation, to various community groups that provide services for seniors and even 
funeral directors. Seniors could go there and get information on a whole range of things, including information 
on how they can participate and give back to the community through volunteering and the rest. There was also 
entertainment. This year, the headline performer was Katie Hindle, who has also performed in the past and is 
valued by the community as a great artist. Up until this year, Edith Cowan University students also contributed 
to South West Seniors Expo by running health checks for seniors. It was part of one of their courses designed by 
ECU. Students would undertake health checks on seniors to provide them with very important health advice. 
Sadly, ECU changed its scheduling of courses which meant students were not able to provide that service this 
year. However, seniors were still provided with health checks but this year it was called a health advisory hub, 
rather than a health pit stop. It was supported by organisations such as St John Ambulance, St John of God 
Bunbury Hospital, Connect Hearing and Physioconnect Physiotherapy Services. They are community 
organisations that are delivering and putting back into the community through their participation with South 
West Seniors Expo. 

South West Seniors Expo was the brainchild of, and is largely driven by, Merv and Jo Mancer. Over a period of 
10 years they have significantly contributed to the community. Sadly, Jo passed away a little over a year ago, so 
Merv has continued to ensure that South West Seniors Expo continues without Jo and in honour of Jo. They both 
have given a lifetime of commitment to the Bunbury community and South West Seniors Expo has become a big 
part of their life for the last 10 years; 11 years for Merv. They are also supported by a very able and committed 
committee. As members can imagine, putting an event on of that size is a mammoth undertaking. Although they 
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do get some funding from the state government and from the City of Bunbury, it is an arduous process that they 
need to go through every year, with no security as to whether they will get the funding. I think that local and 
state governments could do more to promote seniors events during Seniors Week, given the huge amount that 
they contribute to our society. 
A range of other seniors events were held in the south west, which I will go through very quickly because of 
time limits. They included Bunbury Seniors Have A Go Day; a free musical showcase in Donnybrook; 
subsidised entry to Dardanup Heritage Park ; the Greenbushes Community Resource Centre mystery bus tour to 
Busselton Jetty, which would have been a great day for them; and Bunbury Seniors Computer Club had an open 
day. Bunbury Seniors Computer Club is another great organisation of seniors, teaching seniors how to use 
computers. It is a great, friendly, social environment and they have done a lot to ensure that seniors in the 
Bunbury community and in the greater Bunbury area have support to become computer literate. Also for 
Seniors Week, in Dunsborough there was a Get Up and Go Activity Day and at Harvey Library there were 
Armchair Experts information sessions delivered by seniors for seniors, and a range of other events. It was 
a great week for seniors in the south west. 
We all know that seniors provide significant contributions to the community that are largely ignored or not 
sufficiently noticed. It never fails to amaze me just how much time regional people give to volunteering and  
not-for-profit organisations. We often find that people who volunteer are involved in more than two or 
three organisations at a time; frequently, it is seniors. They are providing a huge amount of volunteer time to the 
community. Most of those not-for-profit organisations would not exist without the support of their senior 
volunteers. We need to acknowledge that, because a lot of those not-for-profits actually provide the soul to our 
communities; without seniors, they simply would not exist. 
The Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre report “Securing Our Future: Meeting the challenges of WA’s ageing 
population” states that — 

• Averaged over 2002 to 2013, elderly West Australians provide support totalling around 5 hours 
per week per person for childcare, volunteer or charity work, or for the care of a disabled spouse or 
relative. 

I do not know how they calculated that figure, but I think it is a gross underestimation. I know from my own 
travelling around regional communities in the south west that there are many, many seniors volunteering many, 
many more hours than that. In fact, some of them are almost working full time in a volunteer capacity, giving 
back to the community. 
Whenever we look at Productivity Commission reports and government reports about the cost of seniors to the 
community, they are always very negative and always state that seniors are a cost burden to society and that we 
need to look at either cutting the age pension, delaying the delivery of the age pension or cutting back concession 
cards and a range of issues. One of the gripes that I have about those sorts of reports is that they do not look at 
the other side of the ledger, and that is what seniors are contributing to the community. Most of our  
not-for-profits, which provide the heart and soul to our community, would not exist without the support of 
seniors and I really think we need to balance that. 

Other speakers have touched on the issue of homelessness and seniors. We know that the number of elderly people 
who are getting into their retirement years with a mortgage has increased significantly, and that is expected to 
continue to increase. It is largely due to relationship breakdowns or breakdowns in employment at some point in 
time over their employment history or health problems that impact on their earning capacity. We also know that 
there are a greater number of seniors in private rentals and that they are facing financial stress as a result because of 
the high cost of rental. One analysis of seniors’ living and rent expenses determined that seniors who are living in 
private rental lose $12 a week. Again, I suggest that in some areas in Western Australia that is an underestimation, 
because I think that it is significantly more than that when we look at some of the rental costs. 
The number of older women facing homelessness has increased significantly for the same reasons that I have 
stated generally. It is interesting that in a lot of cases those women have had to flee domestic violence and have 
found it very, very difficult to find affordable housing in our communities. There is a chronic shortage of 
affordable housing in regional WA, particularly in the south west. I cannot express strongly enough the problem 
faced in the south west with the chronic undersupply of affordable housing. We need to start dealing with this 
issue. We also need to recognise that single, elderly women in our community are particularly doing it tough 
after a lifetime of work and raising children. If their spouses have passed away, they are facing the rest of their 
lives as single people; they are facing significant daily stress. At a time when they should be relaxing and 
enjoying life, they are actually struggling to work out how they will make ends meet from week to week and 
how they will pay their bills. That is a really sad situation for anyone to find themselves in. As a community, we 
need to do more to provide support to elderly women in our community.  
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HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.00 am]: I know that a few 
other members want to speak today so I will keep my remarks fairly short to give everyone that opportunity. 
Today I want to recognise the important role that seniors play in our community. I agree with all speakers from 
both sides of the chamber that the role of seniors cannot be underestimated. I also agree that Seniors Week 2015 
is an important week because it not only puts a focus on seniors and what they are going through, but also 
enables us to highlight the very good work that is undertaken by seniors and those organisations and groups that 
support seniors in their daily lives. The good thing about being a member of Parliament is that we get to meet 
many community groups across our electorate. Inevitably, when we meet community groups and organisations, 
we find that they are run by volunteers, many of whom are seniors. I will focus on a couple of examples and 
commend those groups for the work that they do. 

One example is the Western Australian Men’s Shed Association. I strongly support the men’s shed program, and 
we even have a women’s powder room in Forrestfield, which is fantastic. However, the men’s shed provides 
a unique opportunity for men, many of whom are seniors, to make new friends, share their skills and keep 
healthy and active. Each men’s shed and the activities they provide are different, but it is all about sharing time 
together, which is particularly valuable for those men in our community who may find themselves isolated or 
alone. The sheds have enormous physical and mental health benefits. In the East Metropolitan Region we have 
a number of men’s sheds operating and I have had the pleasure of attending the men’s shed at Gosnells a couple 
of times. I have also been supporting the Roleystone community’s men’s shed in its application to find a more 
permanent home. The men’s shed program and other programs run by similar organisations cannot be 
underestimated for the valuable role that they play in supporting seniors, particularly men, which is incredibly 
important. 

I think that the area of mentoring is also incredibly important. The school volunteer program has volunteers who 
are not all seniors. Some volunteers are as young as 18 years of age and I recall the eldest being about 85 or 
90 years of age when I met with them at an event last year. Everyone would agree, however, that the knowledge 
and information that can be imparted by senior members of our community to young children cannot be 
underestimated. That program has been a very strong and popular program. At the end of the day, many young 
people are dealing with some very difficult issues and it is sometimes very difficult for them to talk to their 
family members, their teachers or their classmates, but to have a mentor, and sometimes that mentor might be in 
their more senior years, gives them an opportunity to feel safe and to talk about what is happening to them. That 
role is not perhaps always talked about but it is incredibly important. Those mentors also help with literacy and 
numeracy, but it is that personal contact and being able to talk to them in a one-on-one situation that inevitably 
creates a strong bond between that young person and that mentor, which is fantastic. 

I want also to recognise the important role of grandcarers in our community. Not all grandcarers are seniors; 
some are in their early 40s, but a number of them are seniors. Seniors Week provides us with the opportunity to 
recognise this very special group of people. Grandcarers provide care, support, protection and love to their 
grandchildren when, for whatever reason, their parents cannot. It is estimated that there are around 
3 000 grandcarer families in Western Australia, and many care for more than one grandchild at a time—some 
care for up to four, five or six grandchildren. Grandcarers take on this full-time responsibility, often at very short 
notice, and make significant sacrifices and life changes. For seniors who might be heading into retirement or 
who have already retired, to have that additional responsibility placed on them is incredibly significant, but they 
take it on to ensure that their grandchildren have the best possible start in life. I am very pleased to be a member 
of the Parliamentary Friends of Grandcarers Rearing Grandchildren group, and I also want to recognise the role 
of the former minister here today, Hon Robyn McSweeney, for the work that she did in establishing the 
Grandcarers Support Scheme, which is a very important initiative. There is no doubt that more work can be 
done. When we look at the issue of seniors generally, things can always be done better and improved upon, but 
that is an example of the support that the government has provided to a very special group of people who do 
quite amazing things to ensure that their grandchildren have the best possible start in life. As I have said, not all 
grandcarers are seniors but many of them are and to take on that responsibility when they are heading into their 
retirement or are in their retirement years is even more significant. 

It is important that we celebrate Seniors Week to not only recognise the incredible work done by seniors, but 
also provide the opportunity for us to recognise and thank those seniors in our community who make an 
important contribution, whether it be as individuals or part of a community group. I thank the member for 
bringing the motion to the house today. 

HON MARTIN PRITCHARD (North Metropolitan) [11.08 am]: This is a very interesting motion as it allows 
the contributions to celebrate the beauty and strength of our seniors as well as raise concerns about the 
challenges that they face. For that reason, my contribution will not concentrate on Seniors Week alone. I always 
like to start off with the positives. I have been lucky enough to have been invited to a number of events run 
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within the City of Wanneroo celebrating the achievements of the seniors in that area. The first event that I would 
like to talk about is the art, china and quilting exhibition held by the Wanneroo Senior Citizens Club Inc in the 
community centre from 8 to 10 October. I will first say a big thank you to Mrs Marcia Dinnie for inviting me to 
this wonderful event. The quality of the items made by the seniors was extraordinary. As the name suggests, 
there was quilting, cross-stitching, china and glass, paintings and art using all sorts of media. In many cases, the 
artists had taken up the new skills late in life. All of the art items were for sale to the public and I was quite 
pleased to see that the prices charged were equal to the high quality of the work on show. I understand that this 
might seem a bit strange considering I ended up being one of the customers, but it is good to see people, 
especially seniors, recognising their own self-worth. I suspect that the confidence that allowed them to put 
themselves out there was due to Marcia’s involvement. 

After first visiting the exhibition for its opening on 8 October, I was so impressed that I took my wife, Gina, 
back to see it. I am pleased to say that three pieces of art caught my wife’s eye, so, as I mentioned, I was pleased 
to become a customer. One piece was a beautiful sketch of a father and his daughter, obviously called “My dad”. 
Another was a vivid pastel of the head of an elephant. The third was a small china piece depicting a dog that so 
reminded Gina of the dog we had when our children were young that she just had to have it. I was also pleased to 
have been able to meet two of the artists on the day. This was a marvellous celebration of the inherent and 
acquired skills of seniors in the Wanneroo area. It will definitely be on my calendar of events for next year. 

The second event was an invitation from the City of Wanneroo to an awards evening specifically celebrating the 
contributions of senior volunteers. I would like to put on the record my appreciation to the mayor, 
Tracey Roberts, for including me in that evening’s events. It was a wonderful evening with many stories of the 
contributions made by seniors to the Wanneroo community. I must say that Tracey did a great job of making 
those volunteers feel special, and I thank her very much for it. 

I would like to have spent the time that I have talking about the positives of Seniors Week, as it would seem to me a 
great use of my 10 minutes. However, I also want to touch on the challenges of the aged, or seniors, as well. I hope 
that my family will again forgive me for drawing them into my contributions. The first thing I would like to say is 
that it is great that we are all, on average, enjoying a much longer life. Of course, that is a good thing and I am 
looking forward to enjoying as much of it as I can. But it does not come without challenges and that is why I am so 
pleased that the motion touched on the other side of growing old as well. As I have mentioned before, my father 
was a bricklayer and, may I say, a good one at that, although of course I might be biased. The improvements in 
medicine have been called upon on many occasions to keep him with us, and that is a great thing. But it has also set 
him, and us, some great challenges. As I mentioned in a previous debate, he was one of those brickies that we see 
out in the sun wearing nothing more than a pair of shorts and thongs, even though he is blonde, blue-eyed and fair 
of skin. I would think that at that time he would not have known what suntan lotion was. His line of work created 
some major problems for him in later life. This came to a critical point when he was not physically able to continue 
with that type of work until the age of 60, let alone the retirement age we currently have and the one that we are 
talking about for the future. When the doctor said that he had to give up being a bricklayer at age 58, what was he 
supposed to do? He is now 85, so that was some 27 years ago. I am sorry to say—I think he would be sorry to say 
also—that he has not worked since the age of 58. 

I am not talking about just my father here; I am talking about other brickies who are in the same boat and, of 
course, not just brickies. There are many jobs out there in which age diminishes one’s ability to do that specific 
type of work. This not only impacts upon people’s self-esteem but also has a financial impact. Of course, they 
still have many skills. It is important that we, as a society, learn how to utilise those skills to the advantage of the 
seniors themselves and to society in general. 

My father has been impacted physically, financially and socially. I mention socially because getting around is 
also very difficult for him. He has a beautiful wife, my second mum of the three that I have—if members want to 
know why I have three mums, they should read my inaugural speech—but neither of them can drive anymore. 
This is a problem, even though the kids visit them and often take them out. I cannot imagine what it will be like 
not to be able to jump in a car whenever I want, which means that we have to try to make public transport as 
good as we can. 

This motion has opened up many areas that I would like to talk about but I am sure that time will get the better of 
me, so I will just mention one or two things. I understand that there will be at least two more speakers, so I will 
try to make it quick. The first thing I would like to mention is home affordability. The increasing price of homes 
is a time bomb in my view. I personally think that it will lead to more and more intergenerational mortgages. 
I am a big advocate of families living together and helping each other out, which I do myself, but it is best done 
as a choice rather than as a financial imperative. When it is forced upon families, even close families, there can 
be problems. We have just had a debate about domestic violence. During that discussion, I concentrated my 
contribution on violence of a husband or partner on women. Unfortunately, there is also domestic violence 
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against parents as they get older and less able to stand up for themselves. This is not a pleasant subject but, just 
like partner abuse, it is one that we as a society have to deal with. We cannot pretend that it does not exist. As 
I mentioned before, I think it will become more prevalent as more grown children do not have the opportunities 
that my generation had to buy their own home. 

I understand that this motion was mainly put forward to celebrate our seniors but I could not let the opportunity 
pass without also mentioning some of the challenges. I will leave my contribution there so that others can make 
a contribution. 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [11.16 am]: I rise to speak on 
this motion because I represent also the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering in the Legislative Council. My 
comments will be fairly brief. I want to put on the record some of the things that the government wanted to put 
on the record about seniors. Before I do that, I want to make the comment, as have others, that some of us are 
already seniors. For me, life has never been better. I have had some really great life experiences and a happy 
family upbringing, being amongst eight children living on a farm. We were relatively poor but very safe and 
happy. I had a great education. My parents, like many parents, had to sacrifice a lot to make sure that their kids 
got a good education and could make the life choices that they wanted to make. I have a great occupation and 
have had a range of fantastic work opportunities. I feel that I have never been more informed and experienced 
and able to contribute in the role that I have now until this age of over 65. I have had a terrific life in lots of 
ways. I have a very stable, loving family, an extended family, a great relationship with my husband of over 
45 years, three children and three grandchildren. This is what makes it possible for people to be seniors and 
honestly believe that life has never been any better. But I know that it is not like that for everybody. By far the 
majority of seniors are able to greatly enjoy their senior years, having had the opportunity to prepare reasonably 
well for their later years. I want to celebrate, in recognition of Seniors Week last week, the terrific opportunities 
that many seniors have to live a great life in Western Australia. 

I think it is really important that we also recognise that people such as me and others are mostly not passive 
members of society. We are very active and very involved in everything that is going on in the community and 
still significantly involved with family responsibilities, including grandchildren. I imagine that some people have 
great-grandchildren with whom they are heavily involved at the moment. I do not usually like to read articles 
about the number of rich people in Western Australia, but I was really impressed to read that Stan Perron, aged 
92, still goes to work every day. He is still involved in his business enterprises and goes to work every day. 
Again, I say that the sorts of opportunities that I have been talking about in my own life are not available to some 
people, and government always has a responsibility to provide a safety net for those people. Along with my 
colleagues, I am very proud of the work the Liberal–National government is doing to provide support for older 
Western Australians to live full and active lives. I believe that the government does that responsibly and it has 
ensured that the support it provides is both meaningful and sustainable.  

Many of our seniors are continuing to make fantastic contributions to the community in many ways, as has been 
mentioned by other speakers, including as grandparents, grandcarers, employers and employees, and even as 
friends, neighbours and mentors. I know that in the various places I have lived, some of my elderly neighbours 
have provided the glue that holds together the street or sense of neighbourhood. They have done wonderful, 
small things, such as leaving a note about something on my front door or a little basket of fruit by the front door 
when they have excess fruit on their own trees. Their role as neighbours and mentors and their tremendous 
contribution as volunteers, which has been mentioned by many members in this place, can never be overstated. 
The Western Australian government has a responsibility to support people in a meaningful and sustainable 
manner. Examples of that are the WA Seniors Card program, which provides more than 350 000 senior 
Western Australians with the most generous suite of concessions and benefits of all seniors card holders 
throughout Australia. In addition, Seniors Card holders received a total of $22.1 million in cost-of-living rebates 
in 2015–16. 
As Mr President will be aware, more and more WA seniors are becoming tech savvy. Hon Robyn McSweeney 
commented on people making use of new technologies as they apply in Western Australia. I am pleased that the 
Minister for Seniors and Volunteering announced at the recent seniors Have a Go Day the launch of a new and 
exciting website especially for WA Seniors Card holders developed by the Department of Local Government and 
Communities. The new Seniors Card portal means that WA Seniors Card holders can register their details online. 
Seniors will be able to track their payments through the new website and there will also be up-to-date 
information about benefits that the program offers. More businesses will soon be able to promote their products 
to WA Seniors Card members by listing on the My WA Seniors Card website and making offers available to 
members. The My WA Seniors Card website cuts red tape for the thousands of people enjoying the 
WA Seniors Card program in WA every year. 
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I am also pleased that the Liberal–National government is continuing to support Seniors Week events, which 
many members have indicated they have attended, and celebrations across Western Australia, of which Have 
a Go Day is a part. Approximately 80 Seniors Week events were held across the state, funded by $80 000 in state 
government and Lotterywest grants. For example, on 12 November a Seniors Week lunchtime concert, the 
Roots of Rock ‘n’ Roll” show, was presented by the Department of Local Government and Communities. The 
state government, through the Department of Local Government and Communities, also provided $10 000 to 
support the Council on the Ageing WA’s housing by design event at the Independent Living Centre WA held in 
November last year. 
I reiterate, as most members have reiterated throughout this debate, that seniors are very special people. I am 
very proud to be a member of the Liberal–National government and of the way it goes about providing both 
responsible and sustainable support for seniors. The government will ensure that seniors and the contributions 
they make in the community continue to be appropriately acknowledged. 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [11.25 am]: In the few minutes 
available to me I want to make some comments on the motion and to thank Hon Alanna Clohesy for bringing it 
to the house. 

Part of my electorate includes the City of Melville, which is now internationally recognised as a city of 
excellence for ageing. The City of Melville has been working on this and improving every year, for more than 
10 years now. The most recent policy by the City of Melville was put together after consultation with more than 
600 seniors, who live within the City of Melville. The work they did resulted in a policy and a commitment to 
action across a number of areas, including respect, inclusion and social participation, transport, housing, 
community support and health services, and communication and information services. The City of Melville does 
sensational work to make sure that all decisions made about future planning in the city are done in the context of 
how they fit in with its objective to be an age-friendly city. The City of Melville became a member of the World 
Health Organization’s Global Network of Age-friendly Cities and Communities in 2010. It runs six seniors’ 
forums every year. It is implementing all the time more ACROD bays and signage across the city, and it is doing 
a range of things within each of the areas that I identified to make Melville a great place to live for seniors. 

The other things that I want to touch briefly on in my electorate include the Canning Men’s Shed. I was pleased 
to have been able to assist this group set up seven or eight years ago now. They are a great bunch of people, and 
I reinforce the comment made by Hon Donna Faragher about the role those organisations play in mental health. 
I remember that one time I went there for morning tea on a Friday—they are very serious about stopping for 
smoko at 10 o’clock and not a minute before or a minute after, so that is when I tend to drop in—a guy came up 
to me and made a point of saying that he wanted me to know, because we were celebrating the fact they had got 
some extra money, that the men’s shed had saved his life. He was a Vietnam veteran and going to the 
Canning Men’s Shed three or four times a week had made a significant difference to his life. They are fantastic. 
I know that members like to know how Ernie my dog is going. Ernie is getting a bit old now and struggles to get 
in and out of the car in the morning when I take him down to the river for his walk. Canning Men’s Shed is 
making me a little access ramp for Ernie, which I am picking up tomorrow morning. Ernie will be very excited 
about that! 

The serious issue I want to touch on is age discrimination in the labour market. One of the challenges seniors 
face in WA, which I think government can do a bit more about, is the real issue—either by choice, or more often 
not by choice, as increasingly these days unemployment rates are growing—that when a person is over 50, it is 
very difficult to get back into the paid workforce. The Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre report “Securing our 
Future: Meeting the challenges of WA’s ageing population” notes that, once unemployed, older persons have 
greater difficulty returning to work with the proportion of long-term unemployed higher for persons aged 55 to 
64, than for those aged 35 to 54. More than half of those aged 55 and over who want to work are not able to 
work. The reason they are given for why they cannot get jobs has nothing to do with their skills or experience; it 
is simply their age. Employers are quite direct in saying to them that they want to employ a younger person. 
Government needs to do more in that space, with the levers that government is able to pull, to support those 
people, who still have a lot to offer the labour market, and getting them back into the labour market. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders.  
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